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Dedication 


“Kind hearts are more than Coronets, and simple faith than Norman 
blood.” Had Lord Tennyson added these lines something about wise 
heads, his maxim could applied with exactitude the Auxiliaries 
the American Legion, the Disabled American Veterans, the United Spanish 
War Veterans, and the honor society the American Legion. 


Our valued friends for years, the kind hearts the women and men 
these organizations have wanted only help the patients this 
Public Health Service hospital. There was much done. There were 
many things needed. But the simple faith the Auxiliaries and the 
guided the wise heads their leaders, accomplished the seemingly 
impossible, faith often has done. Most significantly through their 
efforts mountains prejudice and iron-bound traditions based ignorance 
and superstition, have been moved. 


They came us, the women the Auxiliaries and the voyageurs 
Societe des Hommes Chevaux, with open hands, giving hands, and 
with the question their lips, “What you need? What you want?” 


And although what needed seemed, us, beyond fulfillment, the Auxi- 


liaries and the always came through. 


THE STAR feels great honor dedicate this number our 
magazine the Auxiliries and the this all too inadequate way, 
express our deep and sincere gratitude the splendid women and men 


who have done much for us. 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater in- 
fants and young children, and decreases with age. 
also probable that most cases the susceptibility fa- 
milial. continental United States, endemic foci are 
limited Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these 
states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. 
The hospital Carville was founded fifty-four years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 

Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
anv special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish 


proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any necessity for it. 


Prints pictures THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 
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MAIL BAG 


There are perpetual things about THE STAR which 
not come with any one particular issue, but remain and 
recur with receipt each succeeding issue; chief among 
them being the ever-recurring reminder the good 
friends have down Carville way. The general ap- 
pearance THE STAR today has improved compared 
with what was the not distant past. The neatness, 
smoothness, clean, fresh and wholesome appearance re- 
flects long and tedious hours effort the part those 
who have learned piece together under sometimes 
trying conditions. 

Guy Land 
Clarksdale, Miss. 

This commendation doubly appreciated because 
(1947-48), Voyageur Land played vital role obtain- 
ing THE new printing equipment, and this 
equipment which has made the improvements speaks 
possible. ED. 


seems that the issue simply whether in- 
dividual subscriber should forced, against his will, 
into becoming party act superstition and ignor- 
ance. you have 6500 subscribers, and 6499 them, given 
free choice, elected have their copies THE STAR 
sterilized, would bear grudge against them. might 
feel distressed what would feel was lack enlighten- 
ment their part, but would certainly concede them 
the perfect right make that choice. 

the same time, would reserve for myself the right 
resist being implicated any foolish and unneces- 
sary act which would tend further depress and humiliate 
people who are already sick. 

With this mind, now ask again that you send 
copies THE STAR their natural state, 
or, this impossible, then send them through Mrs. 
Hornbostel that they may “re-infected” before get 
them. This would perfectly legal and conformity 
with all regulations, feel quite sure; which shows how 
silly the whole thing is. 

Are there any ghosts, spooks, witches prowling 
around where you It’s just awful here. look 
under bed every night. 

Robert Clary 
Freeport, New York 

This follow-up Mr. Clary’s letter the same 
subject which printed plus editor’s note THE 
STAR (July-August 

THE STAR has asked for “official” permission send 
Mr. Clary’s copies their “natural state.” 

There must ghosts around here, ghosts hiding behind 
the skirts tradition. Otherwise, how explain the dry 
heat ritual held over our mail. And there are 
(haunts) the neighborhood. have the word for this 
one the colored non-patient help who’s been work- 
ing this hospital for more than twenty years. said 
that one these “hants” dealt him misery for years, even 
butting into some very private business. desperation 
bought secret potion from New Orleans guaranteed 
settle the hash any “hant” and worked like 
ED. 


have looked over your magazine (THE STAR) with 
great interest, and very well presented. 
Wade Martin Jr. 
Secretary State 


State Louisiana 
Baton Rouge, La. 


reading the June issue THE STAR noted 
paragraph about House Bill No. 841 the Louisiana 
State Legislature. Along that same line thought you 
would interested the following: 

All restrictions regarding the burial, cremation 
other disposition dead human bodies; preparation; 
transportation; place burial; disinterment bodies; 
attendance public funerals, etc., which were pointed 
specifically persons who had died with Hansen’s dis- 
ease were abolished May 29, 1950. 

These restrictions were dropped the request the 
undersigned amendment this bureau’s regulations. 

this and previous issues, there appear such sentences 
“In the United States, endemic foci are limited to...” 
and Hawaii always excluded. Similarly reference 
sometimes made Carville, the only leprosarium the 
United States. Obvious, least, digression from 
fact. I’m really not too concerned, but think that 
Hawaii should not always excluded. 

Incidentally, the Department Hawaii American Le- 
gion Auxiliary also sponsored “To Bell The Ghost.” They 
prefaced the airing with considerable direct mail, club 
announcements and week paid newspaper publicity. 
The program should have had some listeners. 

Enclosed please find one dollar for subscription 
THE STAR. Please mail office address. And you 
don’t have sterilize the copies. 

Taff, Jr., Chief 

Bureau Health Statistics 

Department Health 

Territory Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Congratulations Hawaii for its continued progres- 
sive policy the public health management and 
Mr. Taff for proposing the latest forward step. 

THE STAR the line endemic foci should read 
“In continental United Correction has been 
made. The word continental should also included 
reference Carville being the only leprosarium the 
the future shall more careful. THE STAR 
ardent proponent statehood for Hawaii and 
Alaska, and hope this will soon come about. ED. 


Several members the staff have evinced much 
interest THE STAR have found, and know 
will helpful when cases are found here, they are 
once while. 

I’ve been watching with real interest the move aban- 
don the name leprosy, which mind and 
hysteria-producing. But it’s going take auite bit more 
work, fear, get the public accept Hansen’s 
However, it’s good cause, and help all can. 

Edwin Pryor, Editor 


The Valley Morning Star 
Harlingen, Texas 


THE STAR certainly opened eyes the serious- 
ness your problem, and limited way, shall 
all can bring the truth the public. 

Marvin Miller 
Your Storyteller 
Don Lee Mutual Broadcasting System 
KHJ, Hollywood, Calif. 


When you finish reading The Star will you please help 
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The Battle Fought Between The Wars 


And again the men are being sent away war. Now, 
has always been, the war with Spain the century’s 
end, the European war end wars, and the second edi- 
tion the world war frays when the romantic Pacific 
isles were tainted, then made holy blood and death. 
Now has always been all these conflicts where men 
fight exhaustion, retch their food from the stink 
death they battle their way the peninsula, whether 
the thirty-eight belt which girds Korea’s waist, the 
Manchurian border Moscow itself, some these 
men with the Korean sun burning them black day and 
the chill fear for the sudden infiltrating attack gripping 
their entrails night, some these men will develop Han- 
sen’s disease. Somewhere amid this exhaustion, anxiety 
and fighting, eyes red from sleepless nights, nostrils 
clogged with sweat and dust, some boys from Louisiana, 
Texas and Florida will probably develop this disease, 
which may have lain dormant waiting for such occasion. 

States and countries may have their boundaries changed, 
the union nations may realized, but what the 
veteran with H.D., when will his adjustment 
Perhaps you don’t know what adjustments are needed. 
Well, the answer that speedy diagnosis, informed 
consideration, immediate treatment, retraining for em- 
ployment and rehabilitation. anxious hours darkness, 
waiting fox hole for the infiltrator’s knife was bad 
for the year old warrior, the suspense months and 
years bounced from service hospital veterans hos- 
pital, steadily plagued the uncertainties undiag- 
nosed malady worse for the veteran. the Korean 
separation from wife and children was bad, the unwar- 
ranted isolation from the world men, the unequal 
prison single room worse, and when the truth 
finally breaks through the mask the white-gowned 
figure, and the conflict between the relief finally know- 
ing, and the sudden fear, also from knowing that the 
decree “leprosy” subsides, when will the final relief 
from receiving treatment settle the tortured minds 
these newest vetrans. 

Those are the problems. They could stated more 
simply—twenty-seven veterans the Spanish-American 
War were admitted Carville for treatment. Fifty-three 
veterans World War have been admitted Carville 
for treatment. Forty-five veterans World War have 
already been admitted Carville and more may ex- 
pected soon they can correctly diagnosed. There 


will veterans the Korean police action admitted 
Carville. 


Knowing this fact, have the doctors the armed forces 
and been trained diagnose H.D.? No, veterans 
have gone undiagnosed through years service the 
armed forces, although examined scores doctors. 
After discharge they have entered veterans hospital 
after veterans hospital, endured biopsies, skin smears, 
Wasserman and other tests, only incorrectly diag- 
nosed and, result, more than likely given treatment 
which was injurious. Records show that some veterans 
have gone twenty years without being able receive 
correct diagnosis. That’s twenty years what many 
psychologists rate the most insidious fears fear 
from uncertainty and insecurity. Here’s case which 
typical many. 


Case history T.H. (STAR, July 1947)—Hospitalized 
and discharged eight times without receiving correct 
diagnosis. Finally diagnosed Ford George C.Wright 
Station Hospital, Washington, February 1947. Appeared 
before hospital’s clinical conference and before eighty- 
two members the Spokane Medical Society. None were 


THE STAR 


able prescribe treatment. More than three months 
later was transferred Carville and began taking 
treatment. 

Case history Enlisted San Antonio, January 
19, 1942. July same year entered MacDill Field Station 
Hospital for examination and treatment nasal condition. 
Received out-patient treatment E.E.N.T. clinic until 
October when readmitted hospital. Returned duty 
November 13. Had ten months treatment. Then diag- 
nosed having V.D. Later disapproved spinal tap. 
1943 admitted Venice Army Air Field 
Hospital for observation. Two weeks later informed 
medical board that would discharged because 
nasal condition. Request for admission general hos- 
pital refused. Discharged from Army, November 
Diagnosed November 21, 1943, Monterey Mexico. 

When these men have been diagnosed, their uncertain- 
ties are enormously increased the ignorance that medi- 
cal staffs show towards these patients. Although medically 
rated the least communicable all communicable 
diseases, patients with Hansen’s disease are subjected 
more rigid procedures than those accorded patients 
with many other diseases. you doubt 

Case history Hospitalized Madigan Gene- 
ral Hospital, December 12, 1946. Confined section 
where cases diphtheria, scarlet fever, 
etc. were separated. Transferred Letterman General 
Hospital, February 1947 and isolated wing with same 
type cases mentioned before. Doors all rooms left open 
except that patient. Food served plates which 
were sterilized all except patient, who was given 
paper plates. Linen patient was sterilized sepa- 
rately. Was allowed thirty minute walk twice week pro- 
vided two guards could found accompany him. 

Pancho case (STAR, May 1948) Hospitalized for one 
year prior army discharge,December 26, 1944. Later 
hospitalized the Hospital, Los Angeles; Los Ange- 
les County General Hospital; the McCormack 
General Hospital and Birmingham General Hospital. 
Finally diagnosed November 1947. 
him Los Angeles County Hospital for isolation. Allowed 
five minutes visit from relatives once week. Refused 
clean linen and bandages. Refused clean room and 
forgot serve meals for entire day. Arrived Carville 
and started getting treatment, April 1948, only after case 
was taken newspapers. 

When and the disease successfully diagnosed 
begun. Imagine the feeling knowing that treatment 
and cure only thousand three thousand miles away 
and still having wait strictest confinement for three 
months, six months more, because red tape, transporta- 
tion difficulties, the simple fact that the hospital has 
rare case show visiting medicos, delays your depar- 
ture. Yes, there are exceptions this rule delay. Take 
the case was given first class priority and 
flown back from the Battle the Bulge. And there’s the 
case who immediately received flight accomoda- 
tions return the States from the Anzio beach head. 
But take the majority case histories. 

Case history Strict isolation one room 
for over two months—no treatment. 

Case history Discharged from the Army 
February 1945. Diagnosed Veterans Hospital, Sawtelle 
California, for VD. Hospital unwilling give treatment. 
Received three years treatment from private physi- 
cian. Correct diagnosis February 10, 1948, and confined 
Veterans Hospital, Sawtelle. Isolated one room for 
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forty-eight days without treatment. Only after the publici- 
the Pancho case did finally obtain transfer 
Carville and treatment. 

Let’s see just what this delay means the veterans 
dollars and cents. order draw service-connected 
compensation the veteran must prove that the disease 
manifested itself within year from the date his dis- 
charge. The above veteran was denied service-connected 
compensation because the laxity shown diagnosing 
his case. Medical records show that H.D. may have 
incubation period anywhere from six months twenty 
years. Therefore, many veterans would show symptoms 
the disease until long after they have been disqualified, 
according law, for compensation. 

Let’s presume that all the previously mentioned 
obstacles have been overcome quickly and the veteran, 
physically active and mentally alert, settles down for the 
four five years treatment usually necessary re- 
covery. they start training for vocation retraining 
for job which may better suit their physical handicaps? 
Does the veteran the national leprosarium have the 
advantages the Bill Rights training and 
rehabilitation? The answer all this NO. Why not, 
you ask. The answer here, buried somewhere the 
red tape exposed this letter staunch friend the 
Carville vets from national field representative the 
American Legion. 


January 20, 1948 


Reference made our conversation Baton Rouge 
regard training veterans the Marine Hos- 
pital, Carville, La. 

conferred yesterday with Veterans Administration 
officials New Orleans the Vocational Rehabilitation 
and Education Division the Regional Office. was in- 
formed that last year survey was made the Veterans 
Administration officials Carville and some thirty-five 
veterans were given advisement and guidance counseling 
...and then the problems began develop fast and furi- 
ous. How was the necessary equipment for training 
obtained? Was the Veterans Administration furnish 
same the Public Health Service? How were the 
instructors and supervisors furnished? Were the 
veterans training receive subsistence allowance 
under Public Laws and 346? 

Under the law the Veterans Administration charged 
with the responsibility supervising and rehabilitating 
disabled veterans under the Vocational Rehabilitation 
Act (Public Law 16). was informed that even the 
state furnished the instructors that there would com- 
plications since the would check the progress and 
supervise the training these veterans. 

was further informed that along these lines thought 
the Veterans Administration believes that many conces- 
sions would have made the State Department 
Education, Labor, U.S. Public Health Service and the 
Veterans Administration due the peculiar situation 
presented Carville. 

Such tripe! When men are losing half dozen years 
out the heart their lives—there are many problems 
that all the great big bureaus government point their 
fingers each other and none them anything. What 
the men vitally concerned had received their greet- 
ings from our finger pointing Uncle Sam and answered 
that Hitler looked like too much problem, they 
didn’t care begin the job. 

the veterans hospitalized Carville have 
solved this problem for themselves. They have taken 
AWOL medical discharges and gone other states for 
training. Most the veterans, however, because family 
and dependents, are not able assume this “lone wolf” 


role. 

Again let’s look the financial discrimination against 
the veteran with Hansen’s disease. Until satisfactory 
program can established for finding employment which 
adequate for the veteran’s needs and his physical cap- 
abilities, compensation necessary factor his plans 
for the future. For the veteran whose physical handicaps 
will prevent him from accepting employment (and most 
veterans find that the stigma having been treated for 
H.D. prevents them, time and time again, from finding 
employment), compensation will continue must 
factor his existence. Yet, let’s look the regulations. 
Veterans, regardless whether the stigma the disease 
preventing them from finding employment, are subject 
having their compensation cut off one year after dis- 
charge from this hospital arrested patients. This not 
keeping with the provisions for the t.b. patient, who 
lacking much the stigma, receives 50% his com- 
pensation for five years after discharge arrested and 
30% for the next five years. 

aid the troops now being enlisted. Legislation being 
enacted provide allowances for dependents, protect 
survivors through term insurance and include the 
returning veteran the privileges the G.I. Bill 
Rights. 

Considering the total number veterans, the per- 
centage which will directly involved the eruption 
Hansen’s disease small, but they may anyone 
those who return and they are human beings, they are 
Americans and apparently legislation, and only legisla- 
tion, will bring change the future that they can expect. 

What are the legislative provisions which are needed 
correct the lot the veteran with D.? Most them 
are included the National Leprosy Act, which has 
shuffled through Congressional Committee hearing 
but been refiled, perhaps for consideration posterity. 
The essential points are here listed: 

promote public understanding Hansen’s dis- 
ease. 

extend opportunities for receiving treatment. 

provide vocational rehabilitation, training and 
employment. 


Discouragement the use the word “leper.” 

Research. 

Establishment National Advisory Council 
leprosy. 

Such provisions are not impossible, nor unreasonable. 
If, when the Federal Government started regulating 
Hansen’ disease, had also recognized its responsibili- 
ties the patients, these problems would not exist today. 
The question is, “How long will these conditions continue 
can only ask the question. Much 
the answer can given the American Legion Na- 
tional Convention. 


There was total 381 patients this hospital 
September 12, 1950. this number seventeen are World 
War veterans, twelve are World War two are 
Spanish-American War and three are peace time vet- 
erans. 


How Civic Groups Can Help will the topic Dr. 
Johansen’s talk before the national conference the 
Womans’ Hospital Auxiliaries September Atlantic 
City. This conference held conjunction with the 
annual convention the American Public Health 
Association. 
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THAT THE QUESTION 


What are the health hazards our troops Korea and 
will they endangered Hansen’s disease? That the 
asked many our readers and this column 
THE STAR will try give the answer. 

Howard Rusk, writing the July issue 
the New York Times the first source for our informa- 
tion. Excerpts from his column follow: 


“Medical and health problems always are primary 
any military operation. South Korea, 
however, the usual problems are compounded the poor 
sanitary and hygienic practices. The Korean climate runs 
extremes, both cold and heat...There sufficient 
water most South Korea, but unsafe for drinking 
and bathing unless adequately facili- 
ties are almost 


“The that will greater military im- 
portance the event extended campaign are 
amebic and bacillary dysentery, diarrhea and enteritis, 
malaria, typhus, dengue and skin infections. 
potential military importance Korea are cholera, 


relapsing fever, filariasis, Japanese encephalitis and 
possibly sandfly fever.... 


“Leprosy also widespread, nearly per cent the 
nation’s estimated 36,000 leprosy cases are concentrated 
the four southern provinces. Most them belong 
the poorest classes the population, but, during World 
War II, when United States troops were stationed lep- 
rosy areas, the disease not expected present se- 
rious military problem.... 

“With the general level medicine and health 
low standard Korea, the military medical problems 
the United States forces obviously are heightened. 
Because the excellent medical and sanitary discipline 
and the immunization and preventive programs the 
armed forces, the most serious military medical problems 
will not the health and medical care the United 
States troops, but the general population.” 


search for more detailed information Hansen’s 
disease Korea, THE STAR made inquiries Dr. R.M. 
Wilson, Health Officer, Henrico County, Richmond, 
Virginia. Dr. Wilson was missionary Korea for forty 
years and visited Carville 1948. 1947 the Army 
placed him charge the work Korea. This 
the situation seen Dr. Wilson. “First think Han- 
sen’s disease serious problem our army re- 
quires LONG and close contact with the disease 
spread. There has never been proper census the 


number cases Korea, but the general opinion 
there are some 20,000. 


big battle rages now Taiku where there 
colony just out the city these patients will have 
flee the hills...The greatest suffering will from 
starvation the inmates the colonies have been trained 
pretty well care for their own medical needs.... 

“My guess that 98% the cases are south 
Seoul. times distress and hunger they flock into 
Fusan and the southern cities. During the last war sup- 
plies were very limited the colonies Korea and 
many those able walk left beg gather food. 
During hard times Koreans live bark trees, grass 
roots, wild berries and lean glean the roadside. This 
probably taking place now for understand that the com- 
munist policy for the troops live off the land they 
go. such times the disease flares up. This due lack 
food, vitamins and drugs. fact, all through Korea 
there were many aggravated skin diseases the general 
population, due lack proper food and vitamins.” 


NEW VOLUME OPENS WITH NEW BANNER 
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Bill Quirk New York (left) goes into huddle with group THE 
STAR staff select new banner from several sketches submitted. 
Photographer Harris and plant superintendent Roberts had the last word. 


Time has wings, even Carville, particularly one 
works with our staff. does not seem possible, but here 
are completing nine years publishing THE STAR, 
for with this issue open Volume 10. open with 
new banner but dedicated always “Radiating the 
light truth Hansen’s disease.” 

Someone once remarked, after quick glance our 
cover, that thought THE STAR must have something 
with astrology because the globe and star floating 
cloud that resembled scrambled eggs. But that old 
banner served well and part with rather reluc- 
tantly modern. 

The new banner the creation Peter Ciramella, art 
director the American City Magazine, and Anthony 
Ferme. New York artists Ciramella and Ferme are also 
the staff the Contractors and Engineers Monthly 
and the publisher that magazine, Don Buttenheim, took 
interest THE STAR’s new banner and gave his art 
department the green light work it. 

How did the staff magazine devoted the interest 
highway and heavy construction industry become in- 
terested THE STARP The answer simple. Bill 
Quirk, Eastern editor Contractors and Engineers 
Monthly, one THE STAR’s best friends. Bill has 
made two visits this hospital. look upon him 
unofficial member THE STAR staff, our New York 
correspondent, less. Bill wrote the yarn about Jerry 
Vogel, “The Music and Candy Man”, especially for THE 
STAR’s 1949 Christmas issue. 

Opening new volume “dedicated” magazine such 
ours, lends itself review the ups and downs the 
publication has had the past. But have intention 
doing that this time. Not that haven’t had our ups 
and downs. had plenty them, particularly the 
latter, perpetrated from sources which you would 
sound incredible. are around next year about this 
time after THE STAR has completed its first decade, 
shall probably retrospective you big way. 

Meanwhile feel that our staff can point with justi- 
fiable pride nine volumes THE STAR now bound 
and recorded. Into these volumes and into the hundreds 
letters press, radio, screen, pulpit and even some 
uninformed members the medical profession, our staff 
has poured considerable quantity the stuff Mr. 
Churchill calls blood, sweat and tears; all effort 
help ourselves and the more than five million people 
throughout the world who are the same boat are, 
but much rougher seas. shall continue that effort. 
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After only two years hospitalization here, short 
time comparison with the endless years almost utter 
hopelessness the pre-sulfone era, the Rev. Clarence 
Olmstead, Methodist clergyman and missionary Burma 
for years, has been discharged, free Hansen’s disease 
and free home wherever chooses. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Olmstead 


Mr. Olmstead attributes his good fortune “My trust 
Almighty God, the prayers many friends, faithful 
wife and treatment with Promacetin, one the newest 
the new miracle working sulfone drugs.” 

When Mr. Olmstead drove his car, shiny new one just 
purchased, through the hospital’s front gates, Sunday 
afternoon, August 27, his wife was his side. Mrs. 
Olmstead joined her husband shortly after was hos- 
pitalized here. She took residence the village Car- 
ville near her husband and visited him every day 
rules permitted, the morning until 
This was the same procedure followed Major Horn- 
bostel when came here near his wife. Many other 
healthy wives, and occasionally husbands, have done 
likewise the more than half-century this hospital has 
been established and not single case has the healthy 
mate contracted the disease. 

1915 Mr. Olmstead left his boyhood home North- 
ern Illinois with Mrs. Olmstead and their seven months 
old son for missionary post Burma. continued his 
missionary work Burma until 1946 with brief inter- 
ruptions for furlough the United States. During the 
and British army units India. Before the end the war, 
returned Burma with the British Army relief 
officer, especially touring the devastated portions the 
country distributing the cloth from cotton parachutes 
sections where people were destitute clothing, and had 
been compelled resort gunny sacks for garments. 
After returning America 1946, organized the 
collection funds and cloth, and shipped more than 5,000 
yards Burma 1947. 

Early the following year discovered that had be- 
come infected with Hansen’s disease sometime during the 
previous periods Burma and came Carville for 
treatment July, 1948. 


Mr. Olmstead’s two year stay Carville was very 
purposeful one. Shortly after his arrival here said, 


think the sooner person can get into some sort job, 
the better will for him.” Then proceeded 
practice what preached. accepted one the part- 
time patient jobs provided the government for THE 
STAR. member our staff, made himself generally 
useful, reading proof, typing and contributing articles 
our pages. Interested literature, not only reading 
but also writing himself, Mr. Olmstead has com- 
pleted book about his experiences Burma which 
hopes will soon published. 

The clergyman took lively interest the civic affairs 
the community and did not hesitate express himself 
about some local conditions and policies which thought 
should changed. served Chairman the Fi- 
nance Committee the Patients’ Federation for over 
year and half. 


Countless hours research, expense and loving care have gone into Rev. 


Olmstead’s valuable stamp collection, which recently displayed 
Club Lounge. There are many rare stamps the 
The Burma series means pictures and color tells the history that 
country three distinct phases: (1) prior World War II, 
the Japanese occupation, and (3) following liberation the 
the Allies. 


Rev. and Mrs. Olmstead plan tour Texas, Colorado, 
Illinois and Ohio visiting friends and relatives before 
returning early November Los Angeles where Rev. 
Olmstead was assistant pastor the First Congrega- 
tionalist church. The Rev. Olmstead says hopes 
resume ministerial duties but that, says, “depends 
upon how will received.” 


“Because the tremendous medical gains made 
recent years treating Hansen’s disease, recommend 
that anyone with this disease Carville for treatment 
both the disease and the mental conceptions related 
thereto,” Mr. Olmstead said. 


Mr. Olmstead stressed the vital need for education. 
“The battle rid the public leprophobia not yet won,” 
said, relating that had written various friends, 
ministers especially, ask and Mrs. Olmstead might 
call them their way back California. One man 
replied urging them call without fail. But another even 
more closely connected from the past said, “My church 
would most critical, please don’t come.” 
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What’s Name 
Clarence Olmstead 


Professional abortionists and their activities recently 
siirred New York physician write them prom- 
magazine: “Despised the medical profession, 
social and professional leper from the time wields 
his first curette.” (Dr. Henry Safford “Tell 
Doctor,” Ladies Home Journal, p.102, May, 1950) 

Another physician writes for small periodical ar- 
ticle conditions and treatment Hansen patients 
China which the word “leper” occurs twenty times 
the space three brief pages. (Dr. Albert Fields Los 
“Segregation for Lepers,” Pharmacal Advance, 
1950) tells how barred from normal employ- 
ment they make their living various ways, among them 
waylaying funerals demand alms, exhuming bodies 
and holding them for ransom. They pick their food from 
waste garbage the streets floating the rivers, and 
clothe themselves with garments stripped from the dead 
found streams roadways. 

The use the word “leper” these two recent writers, 
and others, makes necessary re-evaluation the con- 
notations attached that obnoxious word which bobs 
often. What really does mean current thinking? 
One physician could find more debasing term than 
with which compare criminal class modern society. 
The other was used the degrading conditions under 
which had seen victims leprosy live that his think- 
ing the word “leper” belonged among those foul details. 

The New York doctor, writing from the background 
American experience, deliberately chooses the word 
“leper” since believes best carries his contem- 
poraries his idea the depths which abortionists have 
sunk. One reader the periodical which wrote 
criticized his comparison thus: 

“Patients suffering from this disease (leprosy) resent 
being compared with moral degenerates. They are isolated 
from society while these criminals are patronized 
society. Sufferers from leprosy are afflicted through 
fault act sinful unclean living their 
hands the others are drenched with the blood pre- 
cious unborn babies.” 

reply this criticism the editors The Ladies 
Home Journal wrote: “It undoubtedly because the 
lack knowledge about the disease the past that the 
word leper came into common usage mean one not 
morally ethically sound.” (Italics ours) 

There you have it! The physician from China tells 
the physical and social degradation which the victims 
this disease are compelled live. one, save few 
missionaries, Catholic and Protestant, makes any effort 
understand their need relieve it. Other Chinese have 
formed the habit letting them continue their degra- 
dation, long their condition and disease not seri- 
ously affect them. 

Whatever the attitude China may be, America the 
ancient stigma cast upon leprosy and the horror the dis- 
ease have combined throw about its modern victims 
idea more debasing and devastating than that the 
backward country. America, the words the Jour- 
nal editors, person with that disease thought 
“one not morally ethically sound.” 

“monument fear” has been built Carville 
provide for the patients’ physical and social needs long 
they remain there. That much commendable! But 
let one leave the institution, clinically and bacteriologi- 
cally free, his disease arrested, and immediately runs 
into the old social handicaps. has difficulty getting and 
holding job where his condition known. Membership 


labor union necessary practically anywhere get 
employment, and unions zealously screen and 
exclude this type applicant. Employers also dare not 
hire such employee, matter how syinpathetic they 
may personally. Not because physically incapable 
carrying his portion the day’s load but because 
certain aura clings him. Society thinks there 
something morally ethically otherwise unsound 
about him the result having had the ancient malady. 
long the word “leper” can appear current liter- 
ature with degrading associations 
whether less more vicious than that the New York 
physician gave it, the idea evil and unsound 
kept alive. Furthermore, long outside the 
tion continues necessary “buck” society order 
make respectable living, however much improvement 
there may individual cases, society still has long 


way remove the injustices against this group 
people. 


Religious Literature Faults Most 


Current religious literature merits criticism 
same connection, for even more than secular literature, 
so-called, the obnoxious word “leper” finds frequent 
usage. For instance, The Christian official organ 
the Methodist Church, within the space the last few 
months has carried three articles, each using the term 
over and over again. The Catholic Medical Mission News 
similarly “leper happy.” Publications other religious 
groups could also called account, well interde- 
nominational literature. 


should like think that writers these periodicals 
not stoop their use the term the point where they 
would apply “morally and ethically unsound” all regard- 
ing whom they write. should like credit them with 
enough respect for personality, Christian sentiment, 
you please, above such slanderous concepts. Yet who 
knows? The frequent use the term certainly does in- 
dicate, the least, failure maintain the niceties 


diction—not mention dip into the sensational occa- 
sion. 


religious literature references are often made “the 
poor lepers” some foreign land, much the same tones 
“the poor heathen” would spoken of. They are set 
aside belonging different human category, the ob- 
iects pity, not too worthy, benighted and lost. Whenever 
these expressions appear, one may know that respect for 
human personality minimum, whatever else may 
connoted. Perhaps true that many spoken are 
far down the scale that there little personality for which 
have respect. Nevertheless, the contrary, personal ac- 
abroad with some the victims this disease 
convinces that there every reason for respect and 
appreciation. the effort think speak “the poor 
leper,” please, therefore, let retain enough self-respect 
not degrade those who could stand alongside any us. 


Money the chief reason, the custom 
diction this type maintained religious 
periodicals. There seems theory that playing the 
emotions horror, fear and pity are the best means 
securing funds, and “the end justifies the means.” Liter- 
ature must its bit toward securing dollars. Perhaps the 
writers themselves may convinced that new approach 
overdue, but they not dare are not allowed 
attempt until the income guaranteed. Readers might 
not understand the new, might less convincingly 


STAR 


| 
| 
| 


persuaded than the old familiar names and styles 
appeal. 

That situation understandable. Nevertheless, one 
wonders how long this dualism must on, using language 
that casts slur persons while seeking the means 
helping them. Were the conditions hopeless the 
pre-sulfone days, there would some, though not com- 
plete, justification for the old approach. 

But today, with the assurance new life and oppor- 
tunity had through the sulfones, seem that the time 
ripe for thorough change. The public, which already 
some measure concerned for the victims this disease, 
should told frankly and convincingly the new help 
and hope available. They are thinking people, and their 
powers understanding should honored. the use- 
fulness the new drugs could broadcast with the as- 
surance that through their aid the disease could eradi- 
cated from the earth, there doubt the response. 
Not for the sake saving “some poor leper,” but for the 
purpose achieving the uplift whole blocks hu- 
manity. 

There are enough people America with philan- 
spirit and noble intellect who would appreciate 
the new opportunity life and health available now 
patients with Hansen’s disease. Let religious literature tell 
them about with enthusiasm and confidence, while 
the same time banning the debasing term “leper” favor 
the milder term “Hansen patient.” 


Note—After forty-one years the American Mission 
Lepers last year changed its name the American Lepro- 
Missions, Inc., because the “slow inevitable tide 
social change.” “Some friends,” reported the Leprosy 
Missions Digest, “wish had gone ‘whole hog’ and used 
the term ‘Hansen’s disease’ even ‘Hansenosis’. 
several counts medical, psychological, and sheer eu- 
phonic that seems impractical present.” 

One the strongest arguments against expurgating the 
odious word “leper” from the Mission’s title, the Digest 
said, was, “that you would stop feeling compassionate 
and stop giving with your historic generosity stopped 
using the old smooth-worn familiar key your emotions. 
That, believe, misestimate you, etc., etc.” 

have not heard that the Missions’ income has suf- 
fered since they eliminated the “key your emotions.” 
They continue exceptionally fine job providing 
new drugs for thousands patients foreign coun- 
tries. 

The British Mission Lepers which has operated 
under that title for seventy-three years and its Canadian 
branch have not budged, clinging the odious word be- 
cause the “minds the contributing public” would 
confused such change. ED. 


“Sure You Get The Best Deal” 
and 
CONSISTENTLY BETTER SERVICE 
Peterson Chevrolet, Inc. 
3682 Scenic Hwy. Dial 6887 
Baton Rouge, La. 


ROSELAND FLOWERS 
“Say 
Scheinuk’s Roseland Florist 
Years Superior Flowers and Service 
447 Main St. Dial 2-4414 
Baton Rouge, La. 
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MILLER BACK WITH LEGION 


“Mr. Speaker, wish take this opportunity extend 
hand highest praise and grateful thanks the 
Honorable Watson Miller, who, until June has been 
our Commissioner Immigration and Naturalization. 

deeply regret his departure. The exigencies and 
difficulties the position Commissioner this Ser- 
vice are profound and requiring, and the loss Mr. 
Miller’s excellent capacities will indeed felt loss 
the public service. Mr. Miller was blessed with sym- 
pathy, understanding, and level-headedness. Like the 
prophet Micah, believes that must ‘do justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly.” 

Such were the remarks introduced into the Congres- 
sional Record Rep. Emanuel Celler. Statements and 
letters regret the resignation Mr. Miller have come 
from all branches government, from the President, the 
Attorney General and almost all Washington official- 
dom, but, from the standpoint the veterans here, the 
government’s loss the Legion’s gain, for Watson 
Miller has returned the American Legion Special 
Representative the National Commander. During his 
previous eighteen years’ association with the American 
Legion, Mr. Miller served Director the Rehabilitation 
Service. was this position that first visited Carville 
and his work for the veterans here cemented his standing 
our community. 

When Watson Miller became assistant Administrator 
the Federal Security Agency under Past National Con- 
mander Paul McNutt, took the interest Carville 
patients with him. was after Mr. Miller’s succession 
the post Administrator the F.S.A. that the National 
Advisory Committee leprosy was formed and had its 
only two meetings 

was with great regret that the patients Carville 
heard Watson Miller’s transfer the Im- 
migration and Naturalization Service Commissioner. 
The tide emotion has been reversed now with his re- 
turn the American Legion. 


| 
=n 


Dr. Erickson 

One the most outstanding doctors 
ever serve Carville’s resident medical staff has been 
transferred. Despite the protests and pleas the Patients’ 
Federation, petition signed large number pa- 
tients, and letters from individual patients the 
Public Health Service, Dr. Paul Erickson, Clinical 
Director this hospital for the past five and half years, 
has been assigned the Public Health Service 
hospital Lexington, Kentucky. Dr. and Mrs. Erickson 
and their three young daughters, Marjorie, Nancy and 
Paulette, left Carville late August for brief vacation 
before Dr. Erickson takes his new duties. 


NEW POLICY 


understood that Dr. Erickson’s transfer accord 
with policy recently inaugurated the Public 
Health Service which will rotate officers the 
through the Carville station. Dr. Williams, As- 
sistant Surgeon General and Chief the Bureau Med- 
ical Services, U.S.P.H.S., commenting the new policy, 
said, “It was arrived only after extensive and mature 
discussion and consideration. our oyer-all planning, 
seems desirable make changes the clinical 
staff there. have every reason feel that such 
changes will ultimately result improved treatment for 
the patients the Carville hospital.” 


EXPERIENCED LEPROLOGIST 


When Dr. Erickson arrived here early 1945, sulfone 
therapy had been under way for four years. The new ther- 
apy showed “encouraging results” but means was 
then considered “the treatment choice”. Much more 
intensive observation was needed, many phases the 
effects the new drugs were still explored. 

Hansen’s disease was new field for Dr. Erickson, but 
became intensely interested almost immediately. The 
quiet, studious type, observing much but talking little, Dr. 
Erickson got right down work. From his untiring ap- 
plication has come great deal scientific data the 
subject sulfone therapy Hansen’s disease, such 
bone changes Hansen’s disease under sulfone therapy, 
the study which did some very careful and excel- 
lent X-ray interpretation. 

Dr. Erickson has been keenly interested strepto- 
mycin the treatment Hansen’s disease. When large 
doses this antibiotic showed some promise but proved 
too toxic, Dr. Erickson figured that reduced dosage might 
prove equally effective, minus the toxicity. His enthusiasm 
give this drug thorough trial has paid dividends for 
already streptomycin has proved valuable adjunct the 
sulfones certain conditions. 


Clinical Director here, Dr. Erickson conceived the 
idea combined therapy, such Promin and Proma- 
cetin, streptomycin and Promin. feels that this form 
therapy may eventually prove the most effective 
treatment for HD. 

all his work, Dr. Erickson kept meticulous rec- 
ords. These have been invaluable, and will continue 
be. His records were the basis many scholarly papers 
which wrote himself collaboration with other 
members the staff. These papers have appeared 
leading scientific journals. 

the time Dr. Erickson received word his impend- 
ing transfer, was engrossed the study several new 
experimental drugs. 


WHY? 


Why doctor who has showed such vital interest 
working with Hansen’s disease being taken out this 
highly specialized field? Granted, constructive 
bring new doctors Carville serve our medical 
staff and thus increase the number Public Health Serv- 
ice men with working knowledge Hansen’s disease. 
But should this done the expense losing doctor 
who has proved his special aptitude for and interest 
the complex medical and social problems Hansen’s 
diseaseP Some doctors, even the best them, have 
particular interest HD, has been proved here 
through the years, some instances. 


The currently engaged aiding the 
endemic States (Louisiana, Texas and Florida) ex- 
panding their epidemiological and early case finding 
programs Hansen’s disease. Dr. Erickson had been 
transferred one these details, would regret- 
table but understandable. Dr. Erickson’s new assignment 
will concerned with treating drug addiction and mental 
illness. The U.S.P.H.S. has men trained the specialized 
fields tuberculosis, cancer and V.D. They are recog- 
nized specialists their particular fields. Dr. Erickson 
well merits the rating Hansen’s disease specialist— 
leprologist, you will—and such, has become inter- 
nationally known. One wonders the P.H.S. would trans- 
fer specialist tuberculosis, cancer V.D. hos- 
pital where his special knowledge would waste. 
seems there even more reason why such pro- 
cedure should not followed Hansen’s disease, par- 
ticularly this stage when new therapy likely the 
brink producing specific. Deep and personal interest, 
careful records and enthusiasm, such Dr. Erickson has 
shown, could the deciding factor. 


DOCTOR AND FRIEND 


was not, however, Dr. Erickson’s medical know- 
ledge alone that endeared him Carville patients. 
almost equal importance was his friendly and under- 
standing attitude, even the twinkle his eye. gave 
one the feeling that had personal interest one 
individual. 

The editors THE STAR will certainly miss Dr. 
Erickson’s invaluable assistance answering many ques- 
tions about therapy which come from all parts 
the world. 


When bidding good-by, Dr. Erickson assured that 
will always interested Hansen’s disease, 
note, saying that basing his opinion his five years 
Carville, believes that all patients here now will 
negative, that another five years the only positive cases 
will new ones coming in. 
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REPORT 


Running the addressograph each month get THE 
STAR ready for the mail could very humdrum. the 
stencils feed through I’m watching for the little tabs de- 
noting change another city the state. this way 
each and every subscriber’s name passes review before 
eyes. the last issue also noted the small 
the stencils, and correspondence from about each 
you flashed through mind. Our stencil trays are ar- 
ranged alphabetically, state state, let’s talk about 
your efforts for our educational campaign the same 
order. 

Last February Robert Ryan Montgomery, Ala- 
bama, wrote us, “It with taste defeat that send 
these subscriptions. aim was 100% subscriptions for 
our voiture. Now, can truthfully say, understand your 
fight for enlightenment about Hansen’s disease.” 
weren’t nearly discouraged Mr. Ryan, for refusal 
some voyageurs accept the true facts Hansen’s 
disease happens much less often than felt from his ex- 
perience Montgomery. 

When letters began pouring from Arizona this spring 
wrote John Roll, Chef Gare Voiture 
Locale 622, Yuma, and inquired who was spearheading 
the campaign. told that Harry Goldsmith, Grand 
Chef Gare Passe Arizona, enthusiastic worker 
for any cause considers worthy. promenade early 
the spring made talk about THE STAR and 
secured the first group subscriptions. seems that the 
goofs (candidates) are put through the mill before the 
voiture wreck (initiation). The voyageurs sent each 
goof out the streets the city with copy THE 
STAR and required him solicit subscriptions. They 
netted that afternoon. 

Our ever faithful Dr. Kosminsky Texarkana, 
Ark., got head start this year’s Arkansas report 
sending sixty subscriptions shortly after our last report. 
Recently Gordon Mathews, Marianna, requested 
copy that list subscribers for renewal. has re- 
turned good percentage them plus some new ones. 
Other voitures were active throughout the year and Ar- 
kansas climbed the annual tally. 

Baldwin, Voiture Locale 31, Fresno, California, 
has been interested THE STAR for some time. Early 
this year Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin visited and offered 
any assistance the voiture could give our educational 
campaign. November Marvin Anglin, Voiture 93, 
Bakersfield, sent his subscription and contribution for 
our community Christmas party. 

Noticed more Connecticut stencils and remembered 
list received shortly before Christmas from George 
Robinson, Chef Gare, Voiture Locale 724, Willi- 
mantic. 

Most Florida subscriptions come one one, but 
last October Harry Corley, correspondent Voiture 
Locale 294 Bunnell sent twenty-one one time. 

was good hear that Paul Owen Atlanta had 
been elevated the highest office Georgia. 
Grand Chef Gare Paul Owen has been friend 
and our work for some years and annually gives trophy 
the Georgia voiture accomplishing the most for Carville 
during the year. The 1949-1950 trophy was won Savan- 


nah Voiture Locale 567 and presented the Grand Pro- 

Savannah Post 135, American Legion, forwarded sev- 
eral checks for our equipment and linotype 
year. George Starling Savannah linotype operator 
and conversant with the expense involved keeping 
such machinery operating condition. frequetly re- 
minds his legionnaire and voyageur friends this and 
without their financial help the first the month bills 
could terrific headaches. 


Bert Streeter Augusta was Carville chairman for 
the past year and Mack Dodd, Macon, the new 
chairman will have move fast keep the pace 
the last few years. 

Correspondant National Ardery’s article the 
national Forty and Eighter reporting his Carville visit 
and carrying subscription blank brought letters from 
voyageurs with whom had had previous contact. 

wondered why Dr. David Bokhof, Freeport, 
took such interest Lake Johansen when sent 
check for the Lake Club. But when received copy 
the sports page the Bakersfield Press reporting that 
Dr. Bokhof the champion tennis player all ages over 
(he’s years young), understood his love out- 
door activities. 

Last fall Ben Jennings, editor Four-Nine-Six, 
official publication that voiture Louisville, Kentucky, 
sent marked copy carrying article about THE 
STAR. appreciate the write-up and Mr. Jennings’s 
interest our work. 


Louisiana voyageurs are the ones know most in- 
timately because their frequent visits. The Grand Voi- 
ture recently had bicycle drive the state headed 
George Rollosson, Crowley, now Grand Chef. This was 
highly successful and almost all patients here now have 
bicycles. The Grand Voiture sent their annual check for 
our educational fund early this year. 


Chef Gare Dave Hirsch receiving trophy from Grand Chef 
Georgia Paul Owen. Chef Chemin Fer Clarence Smith, 
Raleigh, N.C.; Grand Cheminot Georgia Leonard Ungar and 
Cheminot National Ben Watkins look on. 
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Our local voiture has purchased new public address 
system for the benefit the patient body. The old one was 
its last legs. The p.a. used give play play ac- 
counts our ball games and other activities for the bene- 
fit the patients who live the houses for the handi- 
capped. 

The Shreveport stencil tray full and brought mind 
the thrill had last February when Hooper 
Voiture 137 sent seventy-nine subscriptions one letter. 

Wm. Gordenstein, Hampden Voiture 862, Spring- 
field, Mass., has actively campaigned for subscriptions and 
has given our work some nice write-ups the press and 
the voiture publication. 

Michigan evidently built fire under the voyageurs 
from the number subscriptions they sent this year. 
This the first time that Michigan has headed the annual 
tally and trust they will continue give other states 
close race for that position. Prior the mid-winter con- 
ference the last December, Art Rossman, chair- 
man Voiture Activities wrote for issues THE STAR 
and subscription blanks. Samuel Fiske, also Lansing, 
was appointed Carville chairman the meeting. These 
voyageurs and the many others who worked hard are 
congratulated for the success their subscription cam- 
paign. Voiture Locale 1206, Cadillac, sent contribution 
our equipment fund this year which was certainly 
appreciated. 

Thomas Mahoney, Voiture 448, and John Gengler, 
Voiture 38, both St. Louis, Mo. kept the mailman busy 
delivering mail us. The other voitures weren’t sleeping 
the switch either our report shows. 

Last December Norman Mayer Voiture New 
York City, visited us. When attended the next meeting 
his voiture told the voyageurs all about our work. 
The result was subscriptions. Following annual 
procedure the fines collected the Mid-year Promenade 
the Grand Voiture New York were forwarded 
Stevens, Grand Correspondant, used for 
social service work. 

Chef Chemin Fer Clarence Smith, Raleigh, 
C., has not only solicited subscriptions his own state 
but has spoken many other states our work. 
visited last April and pledged his support our edu- 
cational campaign. Pennsylvania one the states which 
responded his talk sending subscriptions. 

South Carolina dropped below last year’s figures despite 
Tom Williams’ constant plugging for subscriptions. Tom 
hard worker and this reversal will only make him push 
the work even harder the new year. 

Sous Chef Chemin Fer Clark, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., solicited subscriptions from his Voiture Locale 
645 prior his Carville visit April. 

With desire belittle the efforts the other forty- 
seven states I’m proud Texan over the results 
from state this year. seems that the wedge held the 
door open wide enough for letters heeded and 
I’m not reporting thirty forty subscriptions from 
Texas this time but that the Lone Star State holds fourth 
place the annual report. hope congratulate Henry 
Palmie, Grand Chef, personally when meet. 

While the totals for some states are smaller this year 
others have stepped their figures. the final analysis 
have received over 300 more subscriptions 
this year than last. 

THE STAR National Voiture Activities project 
and your organization that owe debt grat- 
itude for everything we’ve been able accomplish. You 
aren’t just names stencil plates but tried and true 
friends. enjoy your letters but your visits are an- 
ticipated even more. hope that will have lots 
visits from you before our next annual report. 


August 1949, through August 15, 1950 


South Carolina 298 Kentucky 

*States not listed not have subscriptions from voy- 
ageurs far know. A.P. 


ISLAND ISOLATION CHALLENGED 


There official move foot transport the pa- 
tients all Greek leprosaria the island Crete near 
the famous Island Spinalonga, known all Greece 
“Devil’s Island”, according communication reaching 
THE STAR August from Vatides, President the 
Union Hansen’s Disease Patients, Hospital Santa Bar- 
bara, Athens. Mr. Vatides points out, and quite correctly, 
that such move contrary the decision the Fifth 
International Congress Leprosy (Havana, Cuba, 1948) 
which condemned the isolation patients special 
islands. 

The Greek patients are much disturbed because they 
say this action their government has the support the 
American Division Health Athens. They write, “On 
this island Crete there water, little plant life 
and the wind from the sea our greatest enemy.” 

The Union patients has implored THE STAR 
something “frustrate this decision.” 

THE STAR has asked Dr. James Doull the Leonard 
Wood Memorial bring this matter the attention 
(World Health Organization), part the 
United Nations. W.H.O. has.an expert committee study- 
ing the Hansen’s disease problem, according the In- 
ternational Journal Leprosy. 


* 


For several months reports the Brisbane, Queens- 
land Australia press, well personal correspondence 
THE STAR has had with patients Peel Island, 
indicates that Hansen’s disease Queensland being 
used political When Dr. Fryberg, Di- 
rector General Health and Medical Services, Queens- 
land, returned Brisbane March from trip the 
where visited Carville, the Australian patients 
welcomed his recommendation, approved the govern- 
ment, that the patients moved from Peel Island 
leprosarium built suitable site the mainland. 
far know, this modern and humane step has not yet 
materialized. 

There another group patients Fantome 
Island, Queensland, where said “conditions are just 
deplorable those existing Peel.” These patients are 
aboriginals and colored. 
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CALIFORNIA MODIFIES RULES 


California has sent forth new issue Regulations Re- 
lating Communicable Diseases for 1950, which among 
others appears section “Leprosy (Hansen’s Disease)” 
with revised view its control. place the former 
strict isolation means which patient could 
whisked off the top floor the County Hospital, and 
locked cell, the new pamphlet provides two types iso- 
lation, strict and modified. Under the new rules the health 
officer must stop and consider whether the patient may 
not cared for his own home,and that decision 
means simple when the regulations provided 
alternatives. 


further deterrent the summary action which has 
caused many unfortunate experiences the past, the 
new regulations provide that the local health officer 
“should, whenever possible, advised physician 
specially qualified this disease.” Such advice would 
doubt cause saner counsels prevail, for recent years 
have brought increase dermatologists that state, 
many whom have learned about the low communica- 
bility Hansen’s disease, and will oppose drastic action. 


the same time, incidentally, that new provision ought 
serve incentive other physicians, who have not 
yet had it, get course training handling Hansen’s 
disease. There will new demand for the understanding 
they gain. hoped the outcome will that 
every community size there will least one phy- 
sician conversant enough with diagnose the ailment 
and treat such patients their own homes accord with 
the conditions affecting each individual case. 


The determining factor isolating patient, California 
decrees, whether his case infectious, the criteria for 
which are “clinical observation and presence acid-fast 
bacilli the lesions.” these grounds practically 
every case would regarded infectious. Actually there 
considerable variations infectivity the disease 
well the susceptibility the uninfected it. Here 
the trained dermatologist will, without doubt, help. 
Leprologists agree that approximately fifty per cent 
all cases are non-infectious. This points the need for 
careful differentiation among patients, treatment for the 
non-infective being outpatients, while others are hospi- 
talized for the benefit their families and treated until 
they, too, become non-infectious. 


surprising, however, that there should such wide 
difference provisions for treatment tuberculosis 
with its high incidence communicability, compared 
disease with such low communicability and incidence 
Hansen’s. tuberculosis patient suspect, the rules 
state, “shall considered fulfilling the requirements 
modified isolation long under adequate medical 
supervision.” Only when refuses observe instructions 
more stringent isolation prescribed. that sufficient 
regard disease dangerous T.B., why not also 
the comparatively rare cases H.D.? 


This difference hard explain and raises questions 
whether matters dealing with Hansen’s disease the 
health department should follow the path least re- 
sistance, pandering ignorant public’s inherited super- 
stitions, rather than travel the road scientific advance- 
ment. Until, without hesitation, they put Hansen’s disease 
under the same style medical treatment and require- 
ments other diseases, they are hedging and are not be- 
ing scientific. The health department any state should 
not the follower wrong public opinion but should 
the director into wholesome patterns thought and 
action. 


HANSEN’S DISEASE CALIFORNIA 


The likelihood for Hansen’s disease 
California small, except for children born parents, 
one both whom have the disease, reports Dr. 
McCoy his paper, “Leprosy California-Danger 
Infection” (Reprint No. 2864 from the Public Health Re- 
ports Vol. 63, No. May 28, 1948 Pages 705-712). 

recent years there has been tendency group 
California with the endemic states Louisiana, Texas 
and Florida. But such grouping Dr. McCoy considers 
that California should listed only “mildly endemic.” 

1947 study Dr. McCoy, cooperation with the 
State Health Department California, revealed that 
only twenty-three persons the present century acquired 
Hansen’s disease California out approximately 500 
reported that state. the twenty-three cases, seven 
never had been out the state. “About these seven,” 
Dr. McCoy said, “there can doubt the place 
infection. The remainder are less positively attributed 
infection the state, but this believed estab- 
lished beyond reasonable doubt.” 


When the data are examined from the point view 
locality the state where infection occurred, found 
that eight the cases came from comparatively small 
area near the middle the state. the eight cases, six 
were children families with Hansen’s disease parents. 

Among seventy-four patients admitted from California 
the National Leprosarium Carville, Louisiana, in- 
terviewed Dr. McCoy 1947, was found that only 
seven could assigned California the place 
infection. The other cases although admitted from Cali- 
fornia, were due infection elsewhere. 


Dr. McCoy cites, stands almost alone among 
the states being geographically situated for receiving 
infection from two general sources. The proximity 
Mexico, which has many cases, has resulted the en- 
trance very considerable number cases from that 
country. The state the most convenient port entry 
for Hawaii, Japan, and other Pacific Islands, well 
China, which has resulted the importation smaller 
but considerable number cases. 


Dr. McCoy’s findings California seem confirm the 
views held Dr. Lloyd Aycock Harvard who has 
made field studies Hansen’s disease Hawaii and 
other endemic places and has published studies the 
epidemiology the disease. Dr. Aycock has accumulated 
evidence which indicates that person with Hansen’s 
disease not much danger the general public 
because the chances transmitting his infection 
susceptible person (few the population general) 
would slight. Whatever the risk infection, con- 
fined mainly the families the patients themselves, 
particularly small children. 


The new so-called Omnibus Research Bill which has 
been signed President Truman authorizes the 
Public Health Service establish one more institutes 
dealing with such diseases Hansen’s disease and 
poliomyelitis whenever considers these needed im- 
prove further the health American people. 

According press reports, present the Surgeon 
General, Dr. Leonard Scheele, does not think any ad- 
ditional institutes are needed will the immediate 
future.” 

Specifically, the Omnibus Bill authorizes two new na- 
tional research institutes: National Institute Ar- 
thritis, Rheumatism and Metabolic Diseases, and Na- 
tional Institute Neurological Diseases and Blindness. 
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GERMAN JOURNALIST HERE GATHER 
DATA 


young German journalist and teacher thought this 
hospital was somewhere island out the Gulf. 
Joachim Seyppel, Ph.D. Berlin (above) who was 
weekend guest here early August said, asked 
official the City Hall New Orleans, ‘How does one 
visit island where the United States Government takes 
people with The official referred Dr. 
Seypnel Carville’s No. friend the press, Ken 
Gormin the New Orleans Times-Picayune. 


Dr. Seyppel was well briefed before arrived the 
local scene but even so, was pleasantly surprised find 
such modern institution. “The place large,” said, 
“and the patients look well and are busy.” The 
visiting scribe was interested everything saw and 
heard. asked many questions and took copious notes, 
preparation for series articles Hansen’s dis- 
ease planning for leading German newspapers 
and magazines, including Der Abend and Telegraph 
which regular contributor. 

Dr. Seyppel’s English was very much better than our 
German. However, the conversation took occasional 
turn the latter when began asking few questions 
ourselves. came the United States under the aus- 
pices the State Department for year’s stay, which 
almost up. has been teaching German philosophy and 
literature State College, San Diego, California and 
before that, did some research work Harvard. 
had idea delving into romance, but Harvard, Dr. 
Seyppel met charming American girl from Atlanta, 
Georgia peach,” said. When Dr. Seyppel returns 
Germany September, will accompanied his 
bride, “the Georgia peach.” 


Dr. Seyppel the second visitor from Germany we’ve 
had Carville recent weeks. Dr. Herrlick Mu- 
nich, here July reported there but one case H.D. 
Munich. According information from Dr. Kling- 
muller contained news item the current issue the 
International Journal Leprosy, has not yet been pos- 
sible ascertain how many persons with Hansen’s dis- 
ease there are Germany. “Pavillion” for pa- 
tients has been established Hamburg Prof. Mar- 
chionini and Dr. Jordan, with two cases there the 
moment and two more expected for admission. said 
that there are three more cases Germany. none 
these cases was the disease acquired Germany. 
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THE PRESS HELPFUL 


Not long ago, THE STAR received letter from Miss 
Sallie Stewart, one our Connecticut subscribers, 
which she wrote: “My eye always roaming the papers 
for news your work and the hospital, and this morn- 
ing the New York Times printed very small but signifi- 
cant item the front page which all their credit. 
The article says nothing terribly world-shaking, but the 
headline effective broad statement which will 
make people read it. only more papers would show 
interest the subject Hansen’s disease and spread the 
good news abroad!” 

Once most newspapers handled the subject so-called 
leprosy only when they could hang their stories the 
horror traditionally associated with the name. But guided 
the splendid example the New York Times 
other outstanding newspapers such the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch and New Orleans Times-Picayune, more and 
more, the U.S. press showing constructive interest 
Hansen’s disease. 

Recent action the Louisiana Legislature removing 
“leprosy” from the category such quarantinable diseases 
smallpox and yellow fever won favorable editorial 
comment. The Jackson, Mississippi Clarion and the Beau- 
mont, Texas Enterprise regard the passage Act 272 
sign progress. The Clarion (July said, “The 
Louisiana Legislature’s action especially significant 
view the fact that the only leprosarium the conti- 
nental United States located Carville, that state... 
Passage this act emphasizes the progress made the 
treatment this disease.” 


The Enterprise (July said, piece legisla- 
tion may attract little attention, but marks still another 
victory won medical science its battle against one 
the oldest diseases known the human race. 


“Victims leprosy may share with doctors the satisfac- 
tion knowing that still another barrier erected through 
the ages fear and superstition has fallen.” 


Through syndicated medical columns appearing daily 
thousands newspapers throughout the United States, 
up-to-date information about Hansen’s disease reaching 
millions people who might otherwise not read about it. 

one his June “Keeping Healthy” columns, Dr. 
James Barton reviewed recent issue THE STAR. 

one his August “Doctor Says” columns, Dr. Edwin 
Jordan said, “It time change the attitude toward 
those who have leprosy and stop considering them out- 
casts from society was the case during the middle ages. 
Alarm about leprosy has been given too much prominence 
because the hysterical attitude our ancestors the 
middle ages. This not justified the present day facts.” 


One visitor’s enthusiasm for the knowledge she gained 
while touring this hospital, escorted member THE 
STAR staff, led informative two column spread 
about Carville and Hansen’s disease Texas news- 
paper. The visitor, Mrs. Shumate, returning 
her home Galena Park, Texas, progressive com- 
munity near Houston, got touch with Bill Durnal, editor 
Galena Park’s Channel Press. 

With material furnished Mrs. Shumate and copies 
THE STAR, the Carville story the Channel Press 
(July 20) was another helpful contribution the press. 


When sending checks money orders for subscriptions kindly make 
them payable THE STAR avoid difficulty cashing them. 
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RADIO-PHONOGRAPH GIFT D.A.V. 


Here the beautiful console model radio-phonograph 
given this hospital the Louisiana Department, Dis- 
abled American Veterans, placed our new Sound 
Library. collection musical and dramatic recordings 
was included. Making the presentation Sunday, August 
13, Anthony Amato New Orleans, DAV Department 
Commander (right) shown above. Dr. William 
Meyer, popular member Carville’s resident medical 
staff, accepted the gift. Looking Ralph Wilson 
the hospital personnel. 

Our new radio-phonograph one the many gifts 
the DAV providing for hospitals this state. 

honor the visiting DAV party, local vets, assisted 
the ever-ready and ever-helpful members the local 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit, held open house 
the Club Lounge, following the presentation. The Car- 
ville Caballeros, patients’ orchestra, played popular tunes 
and both visitors and patients were refreshed with cold 
drinks, courtesy Mrs. Florence Green, National Hos- 
pital Chairman the DAV Auxiliary. 

The DAV guests included: Louis Lust, Jr. de- 
partment vice-commander, and Mrs. Louis Lust, 2nd 
Jr. vice-commander, department auxiliary, Lake Charles; 
Vegas, department adjutant; Mrs. Gill, 
department adjutant auxiliary; Mrs. John Hauck, con- 
ductress; Harry Anderson, commander; John 
Hauck, adjutant, Felix Veou Chapter 10; Mrs. John 
Hickey, commander, Milton Carrieu Auxiliary, 
all New Orleans, and Miss Ann Cashio, rehabilitation 
chairman and Mike Acosta, representing Dugas-Thomp- 
son Chapter 22, Baton Rouge. 
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VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS ELECT 


their are some the twenty-two 
members the local Marine Hospital Unit 188, American 
Legion Auxiliary. This gathering was the occasion 
the informal installation officers for the year 1950-1951 
The new president, Kitty Boudreaux assumes the office 
which Aline Stribbling has held for the past two years. 
Other officers are: vice president and chairman the 
gasoline fund, Aline Stribbling; secretary, Dorothy Bell; 
treasurer, Grace Joy; historian, Elizabeth White; chap- 
lain, Hazel Manuel; sergeant arms, Mary Ruth Brous- 
sard; executive committee woman, Marie Michael and 
child welfare chairman, Agnes Sayer. Again this year 
the local unit was awarded citation for their child wel- 
fare program. 

One the first activities the new auxiliary year 
was day observance for the entire patient body. 
Suvper was served the hospital, picnic style under the 
oaks. 


New officers the Marine Hospital Post 188, Ameri- 
can Legion are: commander, Mike Padilla; vice-com- 
mander, Vallejo; adjutant, Tom Holstein and chap- 
lain, Tony Nazereno. 

official joint installation auxiliary and legion 
officers planned for early September when several 
the new officers return from vacation trips. 


This year’s newly elected Forty and Eight officers are 
Chef Gare, Tom Holstein; Chef Train, Julio Man- 
guilla and Correspondent, Vallejo. Grand Chef 
Gare George Rolloson, Crowley, La., will come here 
install the officers. 

were delighted read the paper that our Mrs. 
“Steve” McCormick, Destrehan, La., has been re- 
appointed Carville hospital chairman, for the auxiliary, 
Department Louisiana. Steve fills special niche 
our lives and would difficult for anyone replace 
her that post. 

were also pleased the appointment another 
good friend, Mrs. Hattie Dayries Baton Rouge 
serve department rehabilitation chairman. 

Mrs. Ethel Primrose, past department president, Lake 
Charles, has volunteered her services, her own expense, 
department chairman for public information Car- 
ville hospital. This program was instituted under the 
presidency Mrs. Primrose and she feels, we, that 
should kept alive. are deeply appreciative 
her interest and desire assist our educational 
campaign. 


THE STAR 


The easy, relaxed posture, the arms folded loosely 
across the chest, these are the unlabeled, but unmistakable 
badge the aerialist, the acrobat, the tumbler, the high 
wire performer. Although years have passed, seventeen 
them Carville, since Otto Cubicke trod the boards 
breathed the sawdust circle, cartoonist mimic 
would attempt capture his caricature without the absent 
minded folding the arms, natural him the hand 
tummy pose Napoleon. 

Mr. Cubicke celebrated the 80th anniversary his 
natal day the 15th August, even yet his hair 
dark his youth, and his eyes sharp. This fortunate 
compensation the advance years, has allowed him 
transfer the active athletic participation his youth 
into full spectator appreciation all the local sporting 
events. When there are games the local scene 
attend, relaxes beside the radio, his second great love, 
and merges this with the entertainment his first choice, 
listening all the major league baseball games and 
football contests, aired over the networks. 

commemoration his 80th birthday, Mrs. Hattie 
Dayries, Mrs. Emile Hitzman and Mrs. Landry 
the Nicholson Unit American Legion Auxiliary, Baton 
Rouge, visited and were hostesses small party for Mr. 
Cubicke and his friends, which was presented ra- 
dio, gift Nicholson Unit. 

Mr. Cubicke native New Orleans and graduate 
St. Phillips school. opened his own business the 
age and continued its successful operation until 
1933 when became patient this hospital. Mr. 
Cubicke observes that there have been many changes and 
improvements Carville since his arrival and while 
running negative tests does not plan leave the 
community because unsettled conditions the time. 

Surprisingly enough Mr. Cubicke not the oldest 
our residents there are three other octogenarians 
our midst, the oldest being 89. Perhaps Mr. Cubicke’s long 
life can attributed his philosophy taking things 
they come—a full life but restraint indulgence. 
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READ AND ALONG 


THE STAR 


the Educational Front 


How’s your geography? you know how find 
Mecca, the roads that lead Rome, the hub 
geography fine, you answer. Mecca Arabian city, 
the center the Mohammedan world, Boston the Hub 
City, and all roads lead Rome. manner speaking 
you are most erudite, but sadly behind the recent swift 
passage events. Climb board little children; ride the 
band wagon new period—the era Carville 
her attempt revise the geography the thousands who 
will attend the 1950 American Legion Convention. All 
roads will lead not Rome, but Carville. All eyes will 
turn not Mecca, but Carville’s pastoral scene. 

one the clearest condensations the Carville pic- 
ture have ever read, Mrs. Campbell, National 
habilitation Chairman the American Legion Auxiliary, 
writing the June issue the National News, invited her 
readers make Carville the hub their westward trek 
the Los Angeles convention. Mrs. Campbell clearly 
reported the founding and history this community, 
the psychological and medical aspects Hansen’s disease, 
the activities the hospital and the rehabilitation needs 
patients. Her words reflect understanding the 
fears and stigma which has influenced public opinion 
and terse sentences, packed with facts, she outlined 
the need for education. 

“Through the educational phase the Rehabilitation 
program the American Legion Auxiliary,” says Mrs. 
Campbell, “We hope to: 

Inform the public about the Carville hospital. 

Advise early and voluntary treatment. 

Strive eliminate the harmful stigma and erroneous 
conceptions Hansen’s disease. 

Give the discharged patients the opportunity 
lead useful, respected, normal lives.” 


Mrs. Adrian Buzby, Louisiana Department Chair- 
man, Public Information Carville Hospital, American 
Legion Auxiliary, has already made Carville hub for her 
work within the state, visiting the community three times 
during the year develop factual program H.D., for 
presentation throughout the state. Pioneering 
newly created position, Mrs. Buzby kept close touch 
with patient and hospital representatives telephone and 
mail. 

With the cooperation Mrs. Hattie Dayries and 
Harris, our staff photographer, she staged exhibit 
the State Convention Nurses. This resulted the visit 
eighty students and several instructors from North- 
western College. addition Mrs. Buzby presented pro- 
gram featuring the radio transcription, “To Bell the Ghost” 
before seventy representatives from five Shreveport or- 
ganizations. Afterwards eleven other groups requested 
the records for their fall meetings. 


The Lion Lingo, official publication the Cleveland, 
Ohio, Lions Club reports that member Bill Irwin, 
active Forty and and former commander 
that outfit, who visited Carville earlier this year, got 
top billing one the April programs whch was ad- 
vertised, “It’s different. It’s educational. It’s heartmoving.” 

Mr. Irwin reported that while many diseases such t.b. 
and diptheria are more contagious, the victims leprosy 
are herded together. According Lion Irwin, the Amer- 
ican Legion has done more help these unfortunates 
than any other organization. 
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LIONS CLUB ORGANIZED 


Civic leaders Francis Holliday and (Bugs) Bridges the Down- 
town Baton Rouge Lions Club, which sponsoring our Point Clair 
Lions Club, made several trips this hospital 
plans. Holliday past president the Downtown B.R. Club and Bridges 
past district governor Lions Not shown the picture 
but also here for two meetings was Lage Lake Charles, special 
representative Lions International, already enthusiastic booster for 


the Point Clair Lions Club. 


The Lions will soon roaring Carville, roaring and 
rearin’ get going with service program for this com- 
munity. The local Club, called the Point Clair Lions Club, 
was organized Friday night, August 25, with charter 
membership twenty-five. This Club one about 
8,000 such clubs, comprising Lions International, 
countries, with about 400,000 members. 


forming Lions Club here, Carville patients are fol- 
lowing the example patients and personnel Kalaupapa 
Settlement the Territory Hawaii, where Lions 
Club has brought together energetic group patients 
and non-patients organization dedicated commu- 
nity service. Mr. Lawrence Judd, Director Hospitals 
and Settlement for the Territory Hawaii, who visited 
Carville last May, said, feel that participation the 
club members bettering conditions Kalaupapa has 
been very sound program.” Mr. Judd was most en- 
thusiastic about our forming Lions Club here and made 
valuable contacts make possible. 

Newly elected officers the Point Clair Lions Club 
are: president, Fred Smith; Ist vice-president, Hank 
Simon; 2nd vice-president, Martinez; 3rd vice-pres- 
ident, Roland Roberts; secretary Hebert; treasurer, 
Bill Collins. The Board directors elected include: 
George Alexander, Stanley Stein, Charles Stiney and 
Domingo. Munoz was elected Lion Tamer and 
Boudreaux Tail Twister. 

Prexy Smith has assured our Point Clair Lions Club 
will given every assistance Lions International 
Headquarters, Chicago, from which greetings have come 
through Roy Keaton, Director General. 

Plans are under way for the Point Clair Club’s gala 
“Charter Nite” October The local “Charter Nite” 
committee working with committee from the spon- 
soring club Downtown Baton Rouge. District gov- 
ernor, Dr. Feder Hammond, has sent word that 
will here with his Cabinet and their wives. The 
Deputy District Governor, Zone Chairman, and many 
other visiting Lions are expected. 


EDITOR STEIN—OUTSTANDING VOYAGEUR 


proudly salute Stanley Stein, Editor THE 
STAR, who has been named Louisiana’s Outstanding 
Voyageur. This honor was bestowed him the Grand 
Voiture the Grand Promenade Louisiana held 
Alexandria July 21. Stanley’s name was submitted 
his own Voiture Locale 902, without his knowledge. 
was the voiture’s first Chef Gare well charter 
member the legion post. This plaque awarded an- 
nually the voyageur from the entire state who has con- 
tributed the most worthwhile service his community. 

We, THE STAR staff, who know him most inti- 
mately could add much the reasons why deserv- 
ing this honor. This brief written tribute done over 
Stanley’s protests but we, who transcribe his letters, know 
that the personal nature many things handles our 
offices for fellow patients and their families, with dis- 
crimination race creed whether for friend 
foe, can never revealed. Many the privileges pa- 
tients enjoy today were originally Stanley’s dreams that 
the dint hard work became realities for each us. 
The farther one lives from here the more objectively one 
can look Stanley’s unselfish service others, for 
truly said the Good Book prophet not without 
honor except his own country.” 

his almost twenty years residence here, Stanley 
has waged unceasing battle, for his creed “to let 
error unchallenged participate it.” Every mis- 
statement about Hansen’s disease the press, radio 
magazines has been challenged matter how high the 
source. Through this constant campaign truth, friends 
from all walks life have been enlisted aid the educa- 
tional campaign which had the vision realize was 
important the future each us. 

who work shoulder shoulder with him treasure 
his friendship and appreciate his deep understanding 
others. often feel that though Stanley blind has 
deeper insight than who have vision. the best 
tradition the American Legion’s motto, Stanley serves 
community, state and nation, all from the confines our 
own small hospital. 
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Getting You Told 


THING TWO 


old friend mine telephoned from New York 
not long ago. She was fly down Mexico way and some 
her Manhattan buddies were pitching farewell party 
her honor. must have been quite party for across 
the wires came the unmistakable sounds revelry and 
could that popping noise heard was corks. was 
exciting this party, even remote control, 
and get telephone introductions some friend’s 
friends. 

was presented the hostess. One presented, not 
introduced, Belle Livingston who, 89, holds court 
regally any Grand Duchess. They tell Livingston 
cut quite figure our grandfathers’ day and, judging 
from the few minutes conversation had with her, this 
Grand Dame still very much the picture. collab- 
oration with well-known newspaper man she writing 
her autobiography, two volumes. Her memoirs would 
probably fill dozen. She knew them all and even today 
stars galore sit her feet. 

asked friend about favorite star, the most 
vivid personality the theater today, whose career 
have followed faithfully for years. No, she was not there 
but, “She going telephone you one day soon.” Now 
was certain about the corks. 

One Sunday afternoon, week later, got word 
that New York was calling. hied myself “up front.” 
probably the Hornbostels, thought, perhaps 
favorite cousin who lives near New York, place 
called Brooklyn. are party line here, but finally 
the call came through. heard vibrant, thrillingly husky 
voice, the same voice that has enchanted Broadway 
audiences and charmed London’s smart West End theater 
goers, say, “It’s Tallulah, darling.” —After came to, 
had wonderful telephone visit. also talked with the 
magician, Fred Keating, and the sculptress, Lillian Gre- 
necker, who doing bust the incomparable Bank- 
head. So, meet the dreamer whose dream came true. 

The other evening Tallulah called again. This time 
was taken into the family circle. Her Aunt Marie, big 
wheel the Alabama Historical Society, was for 
visit. was Aunt Marie’s eighty-first birthday and Tallu- 
lah was entertaining with dinner party her honor. 
was privileged extend congratulations and also met 
Tallulah’s sister, Eugenia, and her young son, and other 
guests. addition, Tallulah had arranged heart warming 
surprise for the person Estelle Winwood. 

love the theater, its people and its traditions, and 
had written Tallulah about fling once had Detroit, 
taking plays practically morning, noon and night. One 
particularly stirring memory all-English cast 
Lonsdale comedy with unforgettable performance 
Miss Winwood. was only try-out before the Broad- 
way opening, but guy from Texas, was great stuff. 
happens that Miss Winwood one Tallulah’s best 
friends and have meet this star, via telephone, was 
mighty thoughtful. 


local wag, spotting Tallulah’s affectionately inscribed 
photograph desk, said, “Oh, that’s the way is. 
Tallulah certainly going for lost causes this season.” 
“What you mean?” demanded. “You and the New 
York Giants,” cracked. But, I’m covered with stardust 
and will take more than pot shot bring down 
earth. 


One Woman’s Campaign 


The residents Wenatchee, Washington probably 
know more about Hansen’s disease, what and what 
not, than the citizens most communities. Spear- 
heading this informational campaign Wenatchee 
good friend THE STAR staff, Mrs. Odetta Parks, 
Hospital Chairman, Disabled American Veterans’ Aux- 
iliary 17. 

signed article appearing The Forget-Me-Not, 
magazine edited Mrs. Ann Weber Colorado Springs, 
devoted the interests the Auxiliary, Mrs. 
Parks pleads, “The public must educated—it woe- 
fully ignorant Hansen’s disease, and the stigma which 
has been attached must done away with before 
any real progress can made.” 

Mrs. Parks and Mrs. Desel, associate editor THE 
STAR, have become very good friends through corre- 
spondence and Mrs. Parks reports, “Mrs. Desel keeps 
the changes and conditions Carville. have 
typed her letters into manuscript form which has been sent 
all the auxiliaries the State Washington. 

“With this manuscript sent request all auxiliaries 
show all doctors, nurses, hospitals, beauty operators, 
libraries, and ministers their community. 

committee was formed Wenatchee con- 
sisting Comrade Pauline Nieland, Darline Carpenter 
and myself, contact all local doctors and laymen. 
left copy THE STAR and the manuscript and then 
called back few days for the manuscript and also any 
subscriptions THE STAR. 

“Our good friends KWNW broadcasting station are 
giving free time the air, using the radio script 
from National along with manuscript, and THE 
STAR sent booklet entitled ‘Introducing you 
Carville.’ going over big. all auxiliaries throughout 
the state and nation would adopt this same procedure, 
would very happy send each auxiliary manuscript 
and further information how have educated the 
citizens Wenatchee Hansen’s disease.” 

Mrs. Parks planning visit Carville sometime this 


year. 

Congratulations the editor and staff the Hale Mo- 
halu News which made its initial appearance two 
page mimeographed edition dated August 31. will 
bi-monthly publication for the patients Hale Mohalu 
Hansen’s disease hospital near Honolulu. 

the first issue the News Dr. Chung-Hoon, Chief 
Medical Services said, “It hoped that this newspaper 
will benefit all the patients Hale Mohalu and 
Kalaupapa Settlement well all the people who 
are working the territory’s Hansen’s disease program.” 
Mr. Lawrence Judd, Director Hospitals and Settle- 
ment, expressed the hope “that this publication may be- 
come real factor educating the public the real 
nature Hansen’s disease.” 
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Ann Pages The Ladies the Auxiliaries 


When the ladies the American Legion, Disabled 
American Veterans and United Spanish War Veterans 
Auxiliaries put their shoulders the wheel there 
tremendous forward surge. Thus has been with their 
interest the patients this hospital and their big push 
the field educational publicity Hansen’s disease. 

lift our champagne glasses high toast ap- 
preciation Mrs. Norman Sheehe, Rockford, Na- 
tional President the American Legion Auxiliary, Mrs. 
Henrietta Mills, Los Angeles, Calif., National Com- 
mander the Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary, 
and Mrs. Grace Alexander, Phoenix, Ariz., National 
President the United Spanish War Veterans Auxiliary, 
and every member the auxiliaries who has any 
way furthered our efforts. have had the pleasure 
visit this year from each the charming leaders their 
auxiliaries and opportunity express personally our 
heartfelt gratitude for their worthwhile help. 


AMERICAN LEGION 

When Mrs. Sheehe visited last January she told 
the auxiliary’s planned coast coast broadcast 
Bell the Ghost, documentary script ridiculing the 
fear and prejudice John Public regarding our illness. 
This broadcast was released Palm Sunday over the 
network the National Broadcasting Company. 

her travels the state departments, Mrs. Sheehe 
has brought our work the attention many and they 
have written us. Connecticut and Nebraska are among 
the states responding Mrs. Sheehe’s talks with sub- 
scriptions. 

Mrs. Corbett, Cristobal, Z., Secretary, Depart- 
ment Panama, has forwarded checks from the Elbert 
Waid Unit Cristobal, the Owen Unit Gatun 
and the Department Panama for our community Christ- 
mas party and other social service work. 

Unit 184, Savannah, Ga., has continued its game parties 
and the proceeds from monthly party have been sent for 
our equipment, linotype and social service funds. This 
group hard working women and like know 
them. Why don’t some you come see us? 

With many units Louisiana actively interested 
Carville much accomplished. The units the 7th Dis- 
trict have kept alive the mending project for our handi- 
capped women patients, while the Wiley Post Unit 94, 
Minden, has done the same for the reading project for 
the men. The Department Louisiana has sent $75 for 
our educational fund since our last report. The Houma 
Unit and the Bobby Wallace Unit 267 both assisted with 
the community Christmas party. 


Our local unit has been sponsoring Sunday afternoon 
rides for patients who seldom vacations. These rides 
are taken the Buick Super Estate Wagon which was 
presented 1949 the National Auxiliary under 
the presidency Mrs. Hubert Goode. Several delightful 
evenings indoor and outdoor games for the patients 
have also been sponsored this active unit. 

Mrs. Edythe Trott, Billings, Mont., Department Sec- 
retary-Treasurer sent seventy-nine subscriptions for units 
that state one time. This put Montana the head 
the subscription list again, and Mrs. Harold Fischer 
Euclid, Ohio, has continued securing renewals prior 
expiration keep her state second place. Mrs. 
Breaux, Department President Texas, giving year’s 
subscription THE STAR the members her exec- 
utive committee. This boosted Texas into third place 
the list. 

And now for summary STAR subscriptions from 


August 1949, through August 15, 1950: 


Montana 96; Ohio 54; Texas 50; Louisiana 48; Con- 
necticut 24; Missouri 21; Colorado 19; Alaska 18; Ne- 
braska 15; Illinois 14; New York 12; Pennsylvania 
New Jersey 11; California Massachusetts New 
Hamsphire Canal Zone Oregon Arizona 
Maryland Maine Mississippi Vermont Dela- 
ware Florida Wyoming New Mexico Wash- 
ington and one each from Alabama, Georgia, Kansas, 
Nevada, South Carolina, Tennessee and Wisconsin. 


D. A. Vv. 


Mrs. George Parker, New Orleans, Department Com- 
mander, and party twenty-three accompanied Mrs. 
Mills her Carville trip last February. Mrs Mills us, 
“Through our National Hospital Chairman, Mrs. Flor- 
ence Green Kalamazoo, Mich., have learned about 
you. Her enthusiasm for you catching and have 
caught her spirit.” Long ago realized that Mrs. Green 
had her heart her hospital work. Through the years her 
frequent letters, with subscriptions and contributions 
different projects, have lifted our morale and increased 
our determination continue our campaign educa- 
tional publicity Hansen’s disease. Our veterans even 
own motor boat, the gift the Department Penn- 
sylvania, christened The Florence Green. 

chapters throughout the nation have sent checks 
buy gasoline for the Sunday afternoon rides, purchase 
records for the juke box the recreational hall, assist 
with veterans programs and entertainments, buy flowers 


for our Chapels and Christmas they remember each 
veteran with gift. 


US.W.V. 


Mrs. Grace Alexander, Phoenix, Ariz., was the most 
recent the three national leaders call us. She mo- 
tored down July with Mrs. Lucy Favrot Baton 
Rouge, old friend the hospital. 

Mrs. Alexander told that when she attended recent 
U.S.W.V. Auxiliary meeting New York, Mrs. Ella 
McHarg Albany urged her visit this hospital before 
returning home. 

This recalled pleasant visit with Mrs. McHarg and 
group women returning from the national 
meeting held Florida last October. When Mrs. McHarg 
returned New York last fall she began subscription 
drive and has sent well over fifty subcriptions. Auxil- 
iary members have sent gifts the two Spanish American 
war veterans hospitalized here, have assisted with veterans 
programs, and have sent subscriptions THE STAR. 

From time time have reported THE STAR 
your visits, and parties and entertainments given here 
Louisiana members these three auxiliaries. The friend- 
liness and thoughfulness each you means much us. 
You have endeared yourselves through the years and 
your friendship one our treasured possessions. 


Baton Rouge 
Shop 


DALTON’S 


Phone 2-4421 
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motley, scraggly bunch, they said the beginning 
the season, but the thing they should have glimmed 
first glance was that they were all-Americans. Yes, they 
were green down the middle where championship team 
must have strength. Sam was starting his first full year, 
not only his first year catcher but his first year 
soft ball. Bill short and Ray who held down the 
other side the key stone sack were brand new double 
play combo and had never before played organized 
league. Art center, although has just entered his 
twenties, ten year veteran, but has had all his ex- 
perience Carville play. 

That wasn’t much experience the heart your ball 
club with which impress the experts who were prog- 
nosticating the finish the very fast and very experienced 
River League. When you add the fact that only captain 
Munoz first and Padilla pitching had previous expe- 
rience and the rest the posts were all filled rookies, 
that the first string reserves were not yet out grammar 
school, there really wasn’t much bring the odds up, 
but the little item that the experts forgot was Carville’s 
extensive farm system. From California Florida, from 
Samoa Puerto Rico, they dragged the talented and 
the results were good—not perfect, mind you, but good. 

The Carville Indians played .583. That average 
would have placed right behind Philadelphia the 
National League. the River League gave tie 
third, into the play off went and got bumped real 
quick two fast games. However, that’s not bad for 
our first year. learned lot, gained worlds expe- 
rience, made new friends galore and graduations don’t 
cut too deep, may leading the parade next year. 
may also have introduced something new into south- 
ern softball, least the small leagues, because the 
majors made their break during the spring tour north. 
Although Congress will filibuster the minute the subject 
brought up, Carville, with the cooperation and consent 
the opposing teams, composed completely south- 
erners, praticing inter-racial democracy its diamond. 


Hurry! Hurry! Hurry! Step right and see and 
mean see never have seen such undivided atten- 


KEY PITT SPORTS 


tion, such enthusiasm, such impartial cheering, was 
shown during the softball game between the lovely lassies 
Baton Rouge’s Trades Council team (last year’s state 
and regional champs), and the belles from New Orleans 
representing Dabdoub Motors. Baton Rouge won 
But the score was little concern compared the intri- 
cacies the girls have added the game. Now, not only the 
pitcher but all nine members the team have made 
things more difficult and more interesting giving 
priority the throwing curves every pitch, infield 
out home run. 

Two weeks later Trades Council dropped close 
thriller Holmes New Orleans. The spectators 
reacted exactly the same manner. 

The golfers have been busy the links this summer 
with inter-community matches. The representatives our 
home course have just finished two out three game 
match with competitors from the Westdale Country Club 
Baton Rouge. These contests played over period 
four months were enlivened the appearance some 
the best competitors the state. 

The final match between the two saw the 
Westdale four, Bobby Neames, Louisiana State Junior 
Champ; Alton Melancon, winner the Graham-Pitcher 
trophy; Tommy Beard and Sonny Russell, put out 12-6 
victory over our home town hopefuls, Sam Famao, 
Anita, Dee Garcia and Junior Ureste. 

Although the trophy donated the Patients’ Federation 
goes the Baton Rouge boys, medalist honors for the 
clashes Sammy with his record-smashing 64. 


Your Buick Will Serve You 
BETTER 


You Give Buick 
SERVICE 


MillerBuick Co. 
4917 Florida St. 
Annual 


Savings 
Earn Interest 
AMERICAN BANK TRUST CO. 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 


2531 Plank Rd. Dial 4-6776 
Baton Rouge, La. 
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DEPENDABLE SERVICE 
For 
Years 
Standard Motor Car Co., Inc. 
“Baton Rouge’s oldest Motor car 
and Truck dealer” 
2029 North St. Dial 3-3455 
Baton Rouge, La. 
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The STAR’s Guest Book 


JOEY HAS GUEST BOOK, TOO 


Miss Emily Bourgeois (left) and Joey Guerrero 


Louisiana overlooking new source for tax revenue 
and the state has been most astute its levying taxes. 
But they would just charge toll each the visitors 
who brave the gravel path from Baton Rouge visit Joey 
they could promise two chickens for every pot. The latest 
visitor sign Joey’s guest book was Miss Emily Bour- 
geois, the Army Nurses Corps, who visited here 
August. 

Miss Bourgeois one the many friends that Joey 
made among the armed forces personnel serving the 
Philippines during the last war. Three years have passed 
since their last meeting Tala Hansenarium, but her 
interview with THE STAR, Miss Bourgeois said, 
could not bear come Louisiana without seeing Joey. 
have corresponded ever since met. admire the 
work she did Tala much.” 

Miss Bourgeois, native Thibodeaux, La., has been 
the Army Nurses Corps for about five and half years. 
She currently stationed Sandia Base Hospital, Al- 
buquerque, New Mexico, and has been home Louis- 
iana furlough. Accompanying Miss Bourgeois Car- 
ville were her mother and sisters Thibodeaux. 


The students the Summer Bible Training School conducted Dr. 
Victor Coursey, Pastor the First Methodist Protestant Chuch, Baton 
Rouge, for the Mississippi District the Methodist Protestant Church, are 
shown here THE press room when they toured 
recently. the group were missionary students and nurses. Rev. Mr. 
Coursey, who has made several trips here, has become greatly interested 
Hansen’s disease. said, are grateful for the privilege touring 
your fine hospital and for first-hand 


THE 


FOUR BELLES THE PHONE 


(lett right) Margaret Harville, Essie Harr, Flora Jean Dawsey 
and Dorothy Ahern 


Now, here are four young ladies who can really give 
you line, and they do, Carville patients everyday, 
that they when can sandwich our toll calls 
between the chatter about fence posts, chickens and 
Chairmaine’s new baby, which features the phone calls 
our neighbors this rural party line. 

Representing employees the Louisiana branch 
Southern Bell Telephone, Dorothy Ahern, Division 
Personnel Supervisor, New Orleans; Flora Jean Dawsey, 
District Personnel Supervisor; Margaret Harville and 
Essie Harr, all Baton Rouge, toured this community 
late August. 

Their interest Carville had been sparked Mrs. 
Harr who Chairman the Hospital Committee the 
Foss-Landry Post No. AMVET Auxiliary, has vis- 
ited here number times. was further kindled the 
active participation shown the telephone girls from 
Chicago our annual Christmas party. The quartet 
came committee discuss Carville project for the 
Louisiana Telephone girls. They talked with some mem- 
bers THE STAR staff and later toured the hospital. 
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SEE WRITE US, WHERE 
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Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window. 
Let know any way can serve 


you any time. 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON ROUGE 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 


cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 


impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 
& 
Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York and Vermont and patients those states are 
subject restrictions. Massachusetts Hansen’s 


reportable but the patient subject “NO RESTRIC- 
TIONS.” down, go) 
* 


man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 


Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 


name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 


word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the example 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 


the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numcrous cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 


mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being “cleansed.” 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago: The Encylopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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HELP YOUR FRIENDS BECOME OUR FRIENDS 


THE STAR needs more subscribers. The heavy cost publishing THE STAR 
making difficult carry the present subscription price $1.00 year. 
could print 10,000 copies our magazine with little more expense than 
costs print the 6,500 copies now 

OUR GOAL 1950—10,000 SUBSCRIBERS. 

THE STAR not government subsidized publication. The Public Health 
Service provides seven part-time patient workers for THE STAR. occupy space 
government building and operate our presses government power. But all 
other expenses incident publication must met from subscriptions. THE 
primary purpose educational—the wider its circulation the more people 
reach. please try interest your friends, your libraries, your churches and 
other societies enlarging our subscription list. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION 


Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 


Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 


Kindly make checks money orders payable 
THE STAR 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, 
National Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 


Please send THE STAR to: 


Name, 


Zone State 


$1.00 per year 
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